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Dear Shri

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act was launched in 200 districts on 2™ February 2006 from -
Anantapur district in Andhra Pradesh by Hon. Prime Minister. The Act is now operative throughout all the
rural areas of the country covering 615 districts. The Act will be completing its fourth year on 2™ February
2010. _ .

2. To commemorate the completion of the four years of commencement of National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act the Ministry of Rural Development will organize NREGA Mela-2010 on 2™ February 2010 at
Mela Ground, IARI, Pusa Campus, New Delhi 110012. This is in continuation of the previous year initiative to
provide a national forum to all key stakeholders to come together for mutual inspiration, recognition and
reaffirement of commitment to NREGA. National leaders are expected to grace the occasion as in the previous
year. Awards will also be distributed to districts for outstanding work under NREGA. Rozgar Jagrukta
Puraskar will also be awarded to NGOs most effectively involved in enabling the fulfillment of NREGA
objectives. Details of these schemes have been shared with States. I also request you to expedite your
proposals to the Ministry so that the good work done by the State is recognized at the national level.

3. Each State will be expected to participate in the Mela with a team of key stakeholders drawn from
representative NREGA districts each district team comprising DPC, one PO, one PRI representative from each
PRI level, two NREGA workers (at least one woman) drawn from those who have 100 or high number of
working days, workers who have benefited from convergence initiative may also be included. State level
officers specially the Secretary/Commissioner (RD) and the Director, SIRD are also expected to participate.

4, Since more than half the NREGA workforce is women, they deserve special focus in the Mela.
Districts teams must include women workers specially belonging to scheduled caste and scheduled tribes and
who have completed 100 days of work and the women mates and women PRI, They would be given an
opportunity on a répresentative basis, to share their experience with others. '

5. An exhibition on best and innovative practices in rural development schemes in different States will
also be organized.

6. Detailed instructions are being issued separately to the State Secretary in charge of NREGA. I would
request you to advise the Principal Secretary (Rural Development) to initiate preparation for the States’
participation with the district teams in the Mela 2010 and to maintain close coordination with the Ministry, for
this purpose. An early response will be appreciated as it will help the Ministry to facilitate arrangements for the

Mela.
With regards,
Yours sincerely,
Q\(/ ' %//
(Rita Sharma)
Chief Secretary
All States/UTs
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