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Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi;
Dated : July 30, 2009

To

The Secretary
Rural Development Department ’
Government of Assam, Manipur, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh

SUBJECT : Intensifying action under NREGA in Drought Districts

Attention is drawn to the implementation of NREGA in the districts
declared under drought. The status of implementation of NREGA in these
districts is attached. In all these districts there is a greater potential for
implementation of NREGA so that those in need of employment are able to avail
of it under NREGA.

A plan of action for intensifying implementation of NREGA in the drought
districts may be drawn up quickly and operationalised to include the following
measures :

1A WIdespread village level IEC campaign be undertaken so that people
know and avail of NREGA.

2. Works should be opened up in each village proactively by the district
administration.

3. Adequate funds should be transferred to Gram Panchayats and other
implementing agencies so that they can open up works.

4. To ensure timely payment to workers within a fortnight works must be
measured on a daily basis and muster rolls should be closed within a
week. This will ensure that the muster rolls are consolidated and wages
disbursed within a week of closure of the muster rolls.

5. A meeting should be held between the DPC and officials of the Banks and

postaAI department to ensure that wages to workers are paid within 15



days and there is no deléy as delayed wages will adversely affect the
labourer working under NREGA in a drought situation.

6. NREGA guidelines stipulate that- workers be provided with tools and
implements free of cost and the cost of these tools be borne under the
material head. To facilitate the labour activity of workers provision of
efficient tools the cost of which is borne under the material head should
be ensured. |

7. Work site facilities such as shade, drinking water, child care, creche must
be ensured so that the working conditions are humane.

8. Special attention may be given to works like water conservation, water
harvesting, renovation of water bodies to ensure proper use of every drop
of water. ,

9. The Ministry has issued joint guidelines with the Department of Land
Reforms for convergence with Department of Rural Development. NREGS
works may be implemented on a watershed basis.

10.Vigorous monitoring mechanism may be set up to ensure that works are
smoothly executed and wage payment is on time.

11.In case expenditure reaches 60% of the available funds, districts should
immediately submit the districts proposal's for funds to the Ministry
through States with necessary documents.

~12.Toll free help line must be put in place so that demand for work or any

other grievances may be immediately registered and prompt action must

be ensured. The Ministry will monitor these measures closely and States
ére expected to ensure all efforts are made to use NREGA resources to
ensure that all those in need of employment under NREGA are able to do

so for as many days as they need within the provisions of the Act.

Yours faithfully,

( AMITA SHARMA )
Joint Secretary






